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THE 


PREFACE 


Good Reader, 

Am a Man diſtreſſed at the preſent Change of 

Biſhops, that have - looked on the Fate of the 
Deprived Fathers as an Eclipſe to the Church, a Re- 
proach to the Nation, and an Inſtance of dangerous 
Conſequences. IT have had hard Thoughts of Them 
that accepted their Sees, the Chapters that Elefted, 
and the Biſhops that Conſecrated them, without any 
Remonſtrance or Interceſſion for the Ejefted ; and 
have prepared my ſelf to loſe all, rather than to 
acknowledge the Superinduced. Tet fearing, on the 
other hand, leſt T ſhould, through an ungarded Zeal, 
be too Cenſorious upon the Conſciences of many Ad- 
mirable Men concurring hereunto, I reſolved to diſ- 
cuſs the Cauſe to my utmoſt, according to the beſt 
Notices I could Remember or Colle ; the which are 
here digeſted mto a Dialogue, im which I have ſet 
orth the Arguments of moſt weight (that occur tome) 
to the fulleſt” Advantage of either ſide, according to 
the Senſe of the oppoſute Parties, In which, where 
either Dialogiſt remains unanſwered, there 1 my 
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elf am at a fanlt, and know mt how to make a 

ſatisfaftory Reply to my own Conſcience, This is 
therefore to beg the Learned World, to ſuccour me 
in theſe Defetts : And becauſe the Deprived have 
not the Privilege of the Preſs, if they on thew 
Part will give m their Correthions or Informations 
to my Fditor, I ſhall receive the Favour with all 
Gratitude, and do promiſe them all juſt Secrecy. 
The Deſugn bems Firſt to be enabled aud in- 
ſtrutted hereby what to do, to quiet my own Con- 
ſcience, which is dearer to me than all worldly I- 
tereſts; and Secondly to provoke the Learned to 
offer ſuch Diſcourſes bereupon to the Publick, as 
may ſettle others, that are under the ſame Diſſa- 
tisfaftions with my elf. 


Solomon 


Solomon and Abtathar : 


OR, THE 


CASE of the Deprived BISHOPS and 
CLERGY, Dilculled, between Eucheres 
a Conformiſt, and Dy/cheres a Recuſanr. 


Eacher. Rother Dyi/cheres, I have undertakea this 
Vifie on pups co invite you next Ied- 
neſday to a fmall Treat, where you will 
meet with {creral your eſpecial Friends, 

among whom I promiſe you a very hearty Welcome. 

Dy/cher. 1 am very ſorry that I cannot anſwer fo kind 
an Javitation, that Day being our Faſt-day, on which 
we are cjeted as Offenders, with our conſtant Ad- 
hereats, do Solemaly humble our ſelves before God, to re- 

_ verſe his Difpleaſure, provoked by the Deplorable Diſloyal- 
ty and Schilm of the Nation, in regeRing the true King, 

aad the Gacere Bifbops and Clergy, tor their bounden 

Conkcience and Loyalty. *Tis furely, Brother, a time for 

Sackcloth and Alkes, aad not tor Diverſions, fince the Glory 

is departed from [/ree/, and the Light of God's Countenance 

is gone trom us. 
Excher. I do as heartily bewail all the Evils that have hap- 
ned in this Nation, on occaſion of this great Revolution ; 
bo when we coalider, that in the midſt of Mens Impieries, 
the Goodnels of God hath not been ceflant, but (as his 

way uſually is) out of the Evils of Men hath produced a 
molt eminene Good in the Redemption of his own People, 
and Faithful Children, and this cndangered Church, from 
the Inundations of Popery and Bondage; the Innocent, as 
they are to deplore the National Impicties, fo are ſtill obliged 

to 
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to ſing the Songs of Sim in this yet happy Land, for that 
God hath not torſaken, but viſited his People with a 
Salration, in not leading us into Temptation, but deliver- 
ing us from the Evil. And it is to you a greater Infelici 
than your Deprirations, that you have not concurred with 
us in theſe ſacred Bleflings, Joys, and Exultations. 

Dyſcher. As if che "preſent State were not worle than a 
deluge of Popery ! For then the Church would have faved 
her Integrity, tho* not her Eaſe. Now the Daughter of 
Sin is become an Harlot; the generality of her Children 
apoſtate, and unchurched ; and the Faich and Communion 
is with the few, who hare rather choſen to ſuffer AMiai- 
01 as the People of God, than to dwell inthe Tents of un- 
righteouſnels, 

Encher. E:al is an excellent Flame of Spirit, while it is 
under Rule and Moderation, but otherwiſe there is no Wild- 
tii« more raging. And ſuch a kind of Fury it is to 
charge our Submitftion to the preſent Conſtitution, to be an 
Excommunication, ip/o fats, even before it can be proved 
ro be a Sin. For admitting it to be a Sin, yea a crying Sin, 
yet every ſuch Sin doth not ipſo fafo unchurch tingle Per- 
lons, or publick Societies; moſt certainly they do nor, if 
the Principles of Do&rine, or Opinion, whence theſe Sins 
receive encouragement, do not deſtroy the Churches Fun- 
damentals, or Structure ; which our Conformity ceftainly 
doth not : But an authentick AR muſt paſs in order to a 
ftate of aftual Expulſion. Nay, we aflert the Church of 
Rome {till to be a Church, notwithſtanding her great Breaches 
made upon the Beauty ot Holineſs ; nor do we unchurch 
the Eaſtern Churches, notwithſtanding their great Diſ- 
orders and Contutions. And can this Change in our 
Church parallel the Corruptions of theſe, who having 
no Judge but God, do yet remain Churches in all their Pol- 
lutions? 

Dyſcher. Admitting then that you are not actually un- 
<hurched for wane of an Eccleſiaſtical Judge, yer if your 
Apoſltalie merit it, fo that good Men may not maintain any 
Religious Communion with you, without danger of encou- 
raging you, or defiling themſelves, or offending other Mens 
Conſciences ; this is enough to juſtife our Seceſhon. For 
hereupon we brake off from the Communion, as well as 

SOVC» 
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Sovereignty, of the Romen Church, tho? in her we own the 
jals of a Church. 
Excher, Tho* our Church juſtly and abſolutely rejets the 
Romen Monarchy, yet ſhe will not refuſe any lawful Com- 
ion or Correſpondence with it in any good Eccleſia- 


munion 
—_ ——_— conſiſtene with Integrity, ſaving ſtill 2 
publick Remonſtrance to all her Pollucions $0 you ſhould 
communicate with us in all that is Lawful, eſpecially fince 
'tis poſſible, and by you fairly fuppoſable, that (if we do 
amiſs) we do fo through Simplicity, and want of Under- 
ſtanding, which = mighe ealier heal by Accommodation, 
u 


than by a OR ration. 

Dyſcher. We Ily obſerved this Method, while you 
only conformed to the preſent Temporal Powers, but did 
not Eje& your Fathers and Brethren from their Stations in 
the Church ; but now you have broken the very Eſſential 
Bonds of Ecclefiaſtical Communion, and begun the Schiſm, 
in admitting Intruders into the Room of them, who were 
ejeted only for practiſing the Dodtrines of the Church. 

Eucher. It their Ejzetion be only for Adhering to the 
Dodtrincs of this Church, or the Laws of God, I will ak 
low you, that they are perſecuted, by the Church as well 
as the State : Bur this will ire a very clear proof, ere 
we can be juſtly charged wich bo great an Impiety. 

Dyſcher. This Church hath ever Taught us to preſerve an 
untainted Loyalty to our lawful Sovereigns, which with us 
come in by Inhericance; and accordingly our Oath of Al. 
legiance binds us to the King, his Heirs, and font 
Succeſſors; and this Obligation ceaſeth not, till th, or 
Reſignation diflolves it: Neither of which happened ian this 
Revolution. 

Excher. If by Reſignation you mean a formal v 
Act and Deed, paſting away the Ticle Royal, then I deny 
that Death only, and Reſignation, vacate our Allegiance; 
for many Publick Authorities are void by mere Ceflion,and 
Deſertion ; which is indeed in Law equivalent to a Reſigna- 
tion. And ſuch a Ceflion here hapned, which the Eſtates 
in Convention judged a Virtual Abdication of the Sove- 
reignty 3 and of this ( being a Point of Law ) they were 
to us at that time, and in that junure, the molt Compe- 
tent, Auchentick, and Final Judges : which we are the more 

to 
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to ſubmit to, ſince the Kingdom hath ratified their Pro- 
ceedings in a ſecond Parliament. And though K. Famer 
abroad condemns them, yet that is no Argument eicher 
thar they were unjuſt, or inauthoritative. 'Tis granted that 
this Church preaches up an indiſpenſable Loyalty co the So- 
vereign, during the Tenure of his Sovereignty ; bur when a 
King is fled from his Throne into Foreign Dominions, or 
doth not exert any Royal Power or Preſence to his People, 
the Eſtates of this Land arc the Supreme Domeſtick Judges 
upon the Tenure of the Sovereignty ; which is not to make 
them Judges of the King's Perſon, bat in thz want of his 
Perſon, ot the Statc of the Kingdom, and the Rights of the 
Nation, in order to Szerlemene. Nor is it a juſt Exception, 
to deny the Authority by which they fate 3 tor by what Au- 
chority was that Free Parliament called,or fate,that voted in 
King Charles the Second ? *Tis prodigious Peeviſhnels to re- 
quire a King's Preſence, or Commitfion, when he is gone, 
and hath lete all in Anarchy. In ſech Confuſion, howfo- 
ever they come cogether, they are the Sapremeſt Council 
of the Land. And yet by the Practice of all Nations, and 
the Reaſons of Peace and Settlement, che Eſtates of any 
Nation, being invited by a victorious and unrefiſted Power, 
may come together and Treat wich him that thus calls 
them, tho' he hach no antecedent Authority (ſtrialy raken) 
to call them. So that che Churches Loyalty is to follow the 
Civil Judgment, concerning che Object of our Loyalcy, and 
the Tenure of Sovereignty. 

Dyſcher. Sappoſing them then, in a ſtate of Confuſion, 
proper Judges of che Tenure of Sovereigney, which they 
determined ahdicared by K. Zames ; yet how could they 
pervert che Hercilitary Law, and Rule of Succelhon, that 1s 
Fundamenrtal'to this Crown ? 

Eucher. | anſwer hereunto, That the general and ordina- 
ry Rule of Succetiion to this Crown is Hereditary, and in 
this we are very happy againſt che dangerous Conſequences 
of ambitious Comperitions : Bur in extraordinary Incerrup- 
tions, and Convulftions of Stare, againſt che ordinary 
Courſe, our Laws and Conſfticutions do allow the Eftates 
ſuch a King as can aQually be had tor the time being, ti!l 
the ordinary Rule can be fairly recovered ; and in this allo 
we are cqually Happy, it we would but know or fee it. 

Tlas 
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This in Fa& is evident from all the Hiſtory of our Suc- 
ceflion. The Heirs Lineal have ſubmierced co it ; the many 
ARs of Parliament, yet in force, made by Extra-lincal Kings, 
and the concurrent Judgment of our greatelt Lawyers, un- 
der Hereditary Kings, even fince the Reformation, without 
any Remonſtrance of this Church, or any Hereditary K ing, 
are an Authentick Demonſtration hereot ; and Biſhop Ove- 
rals Convocation-Book comes up toit., And my Opinion 
is, That in the late Oath of Allegiance, the word | Succeſlors | 
was added after | Heirs ] on this very ſelt-fame ground, 
That tho? Heirs, by the ordinary courſe, are the Legal Suc- 
ceflors, yet others legally may lucceed in cales extraordina- 
ry ; for 1 will not be fo bold as to fay, That the Oath re- 
quired Allegiance to unlawful Succeflors. And the non- 
obſervance hereof hath been the occaſion of fo many Pa- 
radoxes or Abſurdities in Diſcourſes upon this Point. 

Dy/cher, What | Can he be Legal that thruſts out the Le- 
gal King, or Legal Succeſlor ? 

Eucher. One King by a Legal War may thruſt out him 
thar, till he was thruſt out, was Legal King of his own Peo- 
ple : For the firſt offending Prince loſes nat his ye a 
to the offended merely by the offence, cill aRtually thru 
out by the offended. And even an unjuſt Potentate, tho? 
he cannot, according to Legal Juſtice, out a King againſt 
whom he hath no legal Cauiz or Right of War; yet if he 
doth do fo, and the SubjeR- People cannot help it, and he 
enforce himfelt upon the People for a New Kingz our Laws 
in this concur with the Laws and Practice of all Nations, 
in — our Eſtates to determine for us in ſuch Exigences, 
as is maniteſt in the long Contentions, and many Turns 
berween the Houſes of Tort and Lencafter 3 and the Sin ſhall 
lie only on the Injurious, and not on them that ſubmitted 
to an inevitable Fate of things. And yet in our caſe, upon 
the Cefſion of K. James, the Hereditary Succeſſion was not 
violently broken, but altered by conſeat of the nexe Heirs 
antecedent to the P. of Orange ; which ſhews, that the two 
next Heirs judged chat their WIE had efteRually deſeried 
the Crown, and were content, for the Prefervation of the 
Nation againſt the Power of France, to admit before them a 
Prince ot the Blood, whoſe great Intereſt abroad, and 
whole perſonal Abilities of Conduct in Counſels, and War, 


B 2 might 


The Caſe of the Deprived 


pay 
Mary 3 and that *tis a breach of thoſe Laws and Oath tode- 
ny it them. 
” Diſcber. But ge the Violence Jone to the rejeted 
e 


Prince be in it o_—_ unjuſt, and unnatural, and 

Eternal Laws of God and 
> — can humane CompaRts ratifie a wrong, and 
juſtifie, or confirm what is efſencially injurious? muſt 
even the Prieſts of che moſt =_ God conſecrate and con- 


firm ſuch Ra Oath, and Sponſions ? 

Excher. What woul ou _ from _— ? 

Dyſcher. Perhaps the deprived Biſhops and Clergy, conſi- 
dering the Relation Their preſent Majeſties ſtand in to K. 

ames, and the Subjetion due from all Natives in this 

ingdom, as well in as out of Parliament, may think this 
a Breach of the Moral Laws of God, and not to be con- 
firmed by their Oath. 

Excher. Then I anſwer, The Internal Immorality of 
all A&ions muſt be carefully diſtinguiſhed from the Civil 
Conſequences of them. Now the Iniquity is not to be juſti- 
fied, but the Legal Conſequences may be admitted, even up- 
on Oath Wars, and Vidories- are many times unjuſt, yer 
_ that ſuffer the Injury, _— fubmic to the unlawful 
and injurious Demand of Submitftion; as in Piracies, and 
other like Tyrannies. A Son by fraudulent Arts gets judg- 
ment in KEaw, and ſeizes his Fathers Eſtate and Body by 
Execution, and ſtarves his Father in Priſon. This Man's 
Immorality.is damnable; yet the Judges, Sheriffs, and the 
other. Officers are innocent, becauſe their Offices are noc 
concerned -in the Natural Relacions, or Duticy, —— 
what is of Civil Importance, and Cognifſance. A of 
a+ Mannor (to which adheres a Court Baron) is unjuſtly 
cuted; in Law by —__—— certain knowledge of fe- 
yeral Reverſioners. Theſe, when the Eftates revert ctothem, 
muſt be ſworn to the and Fealty of the Lord that 
iss in by. Law : Maſt theſe refuſe age, and loſe 
their Eſtatesy or may they ſwear it to the actual Land- 
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Lord, who is viſibly Legal, though not 
, Reals fr ghs 
, T are 


in by the Law, t at the ſame time Men are to deteſt 
curpicude and of the Recovery. And in ſuch 
the cjeted Lord never blames the Tenants for Per- 
. Upon which clear Reſolution in the General, I will de- 
to the Particular before us 3 and that Men ſhould 
careful of judging others, eſpeci y Suprecm Powers, 
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in Duty bound to follow her Husband's Fortune, 
EY ; even againſt che gy So 
ther is with a more plenary Conſent, i j 
Husband's Cauſe to be juſt, ſhe vi no- 
the Fifch Commandment to her Father, which are 
conſiſtent with her Husband's Rights, and- Intereſts, and 
in her rightful Power to perform. As for the inner Mo- 
tions and Counſels of Their Majeſtics Minds, they are not 
and *ris fie for 
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deſi and will be by God's 
rable and Glorious Prince, that perhaps ever aroſe ſince the 
= ey oy _— I —_— we —_ Bleſ- 
of his Care, which many of us a tras 
rm him. And ſo much for that. All ho mo phran 
cerned in for our ſelves is, not whether in Moral Juſtice 
they might deſire or a this Crown, but whether this 
Nation might, under its Exigences, yield it them ; or 
whether it being yielded chem by the Publi k At of rhe 
ation, 


The Caſe of the Deprived 

Nation, private Subjets may not, or ought not to acquieſce 
in this Settlement, and give affurance thereof by Oath, or 
otherwiſe ; for if we might have thus yielded in thoſe Straits 
ro an unrelated Prinee, we may as wdll to the retared ; be- 
cauſe che Perſonal Relation aftets nor otherwiſe our Civils, 
the Serrlement of which we muſt admir, if not as we could 
wiſb, yer as things will bear. And I as& you, whether in 
good earneſt you chink no Settlement muſt be admitted, un- 
der Powers procured by breach of God's Commandments ? 

Dyſcher. What if I ſhould fay, No ? 

Eucher, Then I will fry, 'tew, or no Changes of Govern- 
mene muſt be ſubmicred' ro in the whole World ; which 
Perſwalion, as ie'is oppoſie, ' perhaps, to the Firſt Intro- 
duction of Armed Powers, fo it matt afrerward affert them 
& jure unchangeable. Since there is never any fuch Change 
withone the Breach of many Divine and Moral Preceprs. 
Killing, Robbery, Deceir, Coverouſneſs, falſe Accnſations, 
Lyes; Pretences, Subornations, Perqaries, Treafons, &c. 
are the-uſual Merhods, and Introdudtorics ro ſuch Changes. 
And yet when Seerled, all Ages, Heathen and Chrifttan, 
abide by them. ''By our Exws, though the next Heir to 
the Crown kilt-the King, (though his Natural Parent) he 
ſhall not be barred che Sncceffion by Inficricance, though by 
all moral Equiry, -and fappoſable Intentions of Royal Pa- 
renes (were there no politive Conſtitution herein) hs ſhould 
be difinhericed. 

Dyſcber. Bit in ſuch Caſes, the King wonld be Dead, and 
all his Righes and Tittes wich him, and the Heir without 
Competicour, Baetrrour Calc "cis, and *rwas far otherwiſe, 
che King being #live, and purſuing the Recovery of his own 
Dbminions. 

Richer, Then * is not the Breach of God's Command- 
ments that incapacitares the Prince of this Crown, bur the 
Life and Contention of K. Fames. But if his Tenure be 
extin@, as it hath been publickly judged by this Nation, our 
Oath to him ceaſes, though he contends never fo much for 
the Recovery, - | or: = Ph 

Dyſcber. "Boe (this new Oarh obliges me to a&t unjuſtly 
againſt 'K. Famer's Recovery, whereas ' cis whole World 
knows this Crown to be his in Right. 

Eacher. That ic was his, the World knows 3 bur the 


World 
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World is not fo knowing that it is his, acither from the 
Moral Juſtice, nor Civil Forms of Law. The Queſtion 
of Juſtice depends upon the firſt Originals, Proceks, and 
Iſſues of the War; and of this there s no Authentick Judge 
bur God between the Two Princes; though as to us, this 
Nation hach juſtifizd K. William's Caute, which 1s to con- 
clude apon us; and as to the Forms of Law, K. Wikam is 
now legally Invelted. I do not fſay chele things bind 
K. Fames from endeavouring a Reftirucion, as being wirh- 
out the Power of them, never in Law fubjz& co them 3 
but they bind us to defend our flves and our prelent Gove 
nours under this Sectlement, with the Suffrage-of 'the greaceit 
Laws of God, Reaſon and Nations. 

Dyſcher. But this Oath of Allegiance ſeems to imply an 
Aſlertion of Right to this Crown in k. Wikhan and Q Mary, 
lince Allegiance tollows the Right, and this you will yield 
to be a tender Point ©o be fworn to. 

Eucher. Bur, birlt, ic is certain, thar chis Oarch expretics 
no Form of Affirmation -concerniaz Right, bur 15 purely 
promillory of Allegiance co the Soveragns actually Reg- 
nance. And it is cerrain, that the Eſtates 1n Parliament, im- 
poling it, intended no more to be tworn, fince chey rexected 
the Motions made for an Aflercion of Right. And chough 
that, and the cniting Parliament, judged their Admithon 
of & Wilkam and Q. Mary, to be in their Lawtul Right, 
rebus fic ſtantions, yer they bound not us to [wear fo; bur 
only upon Oath, co promiſz that Allegiance due by our 
Laws to Kings, thus actually admitted ; which 1 here Re- 
mark, that you may not here Object the Intention of the 
I npoler, to make vs {wear what they judged ro be Righr. 
And herc alto I muſt tuccher advercite you, that the Courts 
Attgned to Adminiſter this Oath, being the Authentick 
Interpreters thereot, and the Impolers Intention, never 
gave an Interpretation Atfirmacive of Right (that I ever 
heard ot) when confuleed hereupons bur on the contrary, 
| am very well afſured, that feveral Courts have given, and 
admitted fuch Sences, as chez moſt render Recuſane mighe 
have {worn to, and in which Men as Loyal as themſelves 
concurred. 

D;/cher, The Laws and Judgments of Men many tunes 
permir, and requirs Iniquity, and the Prievaricacion of 
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Excher. Whether Courts aricate in their Jud 
or no, private Perſons ce Tun to any Civil Effedt or 
Obligation ; and fo what they determine muſt be taken for 
Law, till Condemned by a Superiour Court, or nulled by 
the Legiſlative. And as to their inward Sincerity, God a- 
lone is to be their Judge. But ſuppoſing the Courts may 
warp the Deſign of the Oath, and the Law, on purpoſe to 
eaſe tender Conſciences, what prevarication is there in 
theſe tender Conſciences, that Religiouſly took care to have 
an innocent Sence Authoritatively admitted, on which, and 
no other, they would cake the Oath ? 

Dyſcher. This was a colour pretended only to fave their 
Eſtates 3, for if they took the Oath really, they took it in 
the Sence of the Impoſer, and not the feigned Intention, 
bur if they did not take the Oath at all, then is the State 
beguiled by a Pretence, which is not agreeable to a Chri- 
ſtian, much leſs to Prieftly Sincerity. 

Eucher. If theſe Men had made Reſervations in the Oath 
they took, Infincericy might have been juſtly chargeable on 
them ; but if they demanded of che Court the Impoſers 
Sence, and the Court gave an Innocent one ; and they de- 
clared they took it in b Sence fo given in Form of Law, 
and no other, they certainly did not prevaricate with the 
State ; nay, it had been a Prevarication to have taken it in 
any other Sence, than what the Court had given. And if 
they really cook not the Oath as the Parliament intended, 
they took it as direted by Their Majeſty's Judges, and 
could take ir no otherwiſe; and it Their Majeſties by 
Their Courts declared their Sence in the paſling the Act 
for the Oath in favour to all innocent and render Conlci- 
ences, I hope it was no Inlincerity co accept that Lenity, 
and Eaſe, and at once to fave their Stations, and their Con- 
ſciences, and the Publick Peace of Church and Seate. 

Dy/cher. But what if a Man be perſwaded of the Impiety 
of this whole Revolution, and thinks that the Vengeance 
of God will tall upon the Nation hereupon, can he in Picty 
ſwear himſelf a Party to thoſe Sins, on which he expects 
God's dreadtul Judgments ? 


Enucher, 
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Excher, If Men's Minds be entanglett in wrong Notions, 
they can a&t well no way, neither wirh, nor againſt their 
Perſwaſions. But then ſuch Men's Infirmities, how piti- 
able foever, muſt not obſtruct Publick Confticucions. Now 
if ſuch Perfwaſions be well grountled, there muſt ba Puty 
lick Rule of Conſcience to juſtifie them. And here 1 &- 
mand, what Law of God manifeſtly makes it a Sin, to 
comport with Civil Powers, ferred gEcording to the Forms 
and Laws of Nations, though many Immoralities have led 
the way, and Preparations to ſuch Settlements? They, thac 
a ſinfully, to introduce ſuch new Powers, have Cauſe to 
expe God's heavy Diſpleaſure * bur they that contribure no 
evil torhe Change, bur ſubmir to ir, when publickly fectled, 
are perhaps one fore of the Meek, that ſhall inherit the 
Eaith, in yielding -that ative Obedience, which St. Paul 
requires to the Powers or Authorities in being ; and St. Peter 
to the | Humane Conſtitution. 


And theretore were there no 0- 
ther crying Sins of ths Nation, 
this peaceable yielding to Hu- 
mane Conſtirutions needs not 
be dreaded. So little ground- is 


The arSronrivy xn, 1 Pet, 2. 13. 
Denores the Ats of Settlement tro te 
of Humane' Law , Right, and Forms, 
though , che Authority of the Perſons 
thus Settled or Confticured be Divine : 


Anil "tis very harſh ro underſtand ic for 
Mankmd. 


there for thoſe your Superſtitious 
Jealoutis. "s 
Dyſcher. 'Tis eafie for Sophiſtry to -pur fair Gloſſes upon 
foul: Matters ; but if K. James ever return, theſe Recuſancs 
will be able ts make a becrer Plea for their Caufe, than you 
will for yours. Ant though they may be Perſecuted again 
for their Religion ; yer can they not fuffer as Traitors, 3nd 
Evil-doers. And hereiri they comfort- themſelves, though 
they are for Conſcience fake killed all che day long, 
and are counted as Sheep appointed ro be ſlain. Bur you ! 
What will you ſay, when it ſhall be demanded sf you, by 
what Authority you cransferred your Allegiance without 
his Will? When t ſhall be objeted, Thar you were fworn 
to him, not the Eſtates of this Realm ;' and he, not they, 
had the only Right of difpoling your Allegiance ? * | 
Excher. Upon ſuch a Turn as you mention, 1 grant you 
Anſwers may have no Reception. ; for Swords and 

uns have no Ears : But yet a good Anſwer may be'given, 
to-wit, That we had his Auchentick Grene for4o- doing. 
C Dyſcher. 
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Dyſcher. That is ſtrange. 

Excher. Did not K. Famer, in his Declaration for Indul- 
gence, Di ; pore wich the Oachs of Allegiance and Supre- 
macy to a 

Dy/cher. That was an . — INV and null At in ic ſelf, as 
being contrary to Law, 

Excher. Muſt the Law hen be the Rule of Civil Actions 
both in King and 

Dyſcher. le muſt fo. 

Excher. Was K. wan $ Coronation Oath a Legal Aa? 

Dyſcher. It was 

Eucber. Then by that he ſwore to afſert unto this P 
their Laws, Rights, and Liberties. Which Laws and 
bertics do aflign our Allegiance to the King for the time 
being, though extralineal. And it the Lineal Heir may 

me as a Traitor for breach of that Allegiance to an 
extralincal King, by which himſelf was a while excluded ; 
whether this Law nega * no, (hong ron_ it is 
V ual ) it is that tho not be 
haguative fr p Law, by the fame Prince, who 
may the A. -og dy for o_ —_— it. 4 3 
much upon their Integricy ta 
, > if chey Do hawk of Laws of Allegiance to K. W:lew, 
may be hanged by K. James as Traytors, when he returns, 
to Law. A fine colour tor Papiſts to Gita 
thoſe Proteſtants, that by their being intowered 

all their fine Projets ypon our Liberties and Religion. 

Dyck But will noc Pix infer Subje&ion dye to 0. C? 
was he not ſettled mych more abſclycely, and ſtrongly than 


K. Wiliam ? And yet we fee ypon the return. of K. Charles 
Calemnd. oh Oh hown null, and all his Ad- 
herents liable to Puni and needing a Pardon. 


And thoſe Eggs, though by were in the right, who refuſed the 
by your new Dodrines, they refiſted 

in O. C. to thei own Damnation. 
ce bane 6 Reply, Firſt, That his Acts had no 
Legal Validicy A our Laws, becauſe he was not 
King, and no Allegiance by thoſe Laws was due to him. 
Yor 5 he any Lagal Form of Settlement, according 
eral Rules of Civil Laws. For meer Poſiefion 
ol Arms is ng Legal Eſtabliſhmens in . Theons 
y 
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by thoſe Laws, cill it acquire a federal Admiſſion and Ho- 
mage'in a Nation, cicher virtually by long Prefcription of 
Publick Accordance, or formally an immediate and 
publick A& of Submiſſion by the Eftaces, or Reprefenta- 
tives Of a Nation. Now as O. C. wanted the Plea of Pre- 
ſcription, ſo neirher could, or did he pretend a National 
Contrat, as having no Lord's Houſe, nor free Houſe of 
Commons. On the Sence of which DefeR, he fo carneft- 
ly, but vyainly, ſhuggled by Art and Force to compatls it. 
So that all the Power of 0. C. acquired no Form of Bits 
or Sertlement ; and con y the Laws of Alle- 
giance to the Royal Heir, were ſtill in force and yr 4 
to which O. C. himfelf was by Law and Oath Subje&t; 
and being fo, could not be Sovereign at the ſame time. 
Upon which occaſion I cannot but highly commend rhat 
Notion of Compact, (which you fo frankly ſcour) in char it 
gives us Lawful Righe co Repelt Tyrants and Intruders, 
though it cannot palliate Treafons againſt lawfdfly ſerrled 
Princes. And for the further recommendation hereof, I 
could particularly thew, chat x was the Form of Serrternent 
in all the Kings of God's own People, admitted by God 
at their importunity, according to the then way and may- 
ner of the Nations : Batthis is a Digreffion, and fo I for- 
bear to ſay more upon it. 

Dyſcher. Well | Admicting theſe your Arguments to be 
true, and with you ſufficiencly perfwaſive to Conformi- 
ty, what Inference do you herenpon draw againſt the Re- 
cuſants, who have other Notions to them convincing, on 
which they build cheir Practice ? 

Eucher. Firſt, 1 interr, that there is no ground for Recn- 


fancy ; and ogy ogy for ration from us ; 
and our Publick ies, from which we do not ex- 
clude you; and Laſtly, That the Church is not guilty 


of Sin, in admitting new Biſhops and Miniſters into the 
Places of the Deprived, conſidering the Aurhorities, Cau- 
ſs and Conſequences of things, and the Temper, with 

which the Church fabmitrs to this Eccleſiaſtical Change. 
Dy/cher. The Grounds of Recuſancy to us feem real, and 
yours nothing but Shade and Varniſh : Bur Secondly, ad- 
micting them to be eruc, yer not beitng obvioufly, bur in- 
tricately fo, they who _ arrive eo a Conviction by 
2 them, 
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them, are certainly bound not to joyn in thoſe Prayers, 
which recommend thoſe unto God for Sovereigns, whom 
we judge not ſuch, againſt him who is our Sovereign, bur 
ranked among the Number of K. #*s. and Q. M's. Ene- 
mies. 

Eucher. But how comes this Change about ? The Prayers 
for K. William and Q. Mary were conſented to by all the 
Recuſant Biſhops, and by them (for their Officers without 
any Prohibition) ſent to the Clergy of every Diocefs, and 
by them generally received. The Biſhops were preſent at 
them, direted their Clergy upon Conſultation to ule chem. 
And thus things ſtood cill the day of their Suſpenſion. No 
blowing the Publick Trumpet againſt Perjury 3 no denun- 
ciation of Anstbema againſt theſe Prayers ; but a general 
calm and candid Conccſhon, in that diſputable Caſe to 
every Conſcience, to a& upon irs own beſt Light, How 
then comes it to pals, that we ars all of a ſudden Perjured, 
and Apoſtate, and yet have no Publick Inſtrament, or 
Means of Converſion or Conviction. For againſt this 
"iis unworthy to objet the danger of Perſecution. When the 
Souls of Men, and the Churches Integrity are. concerned, 
there the Watchman ought not to wink, there the Men of 
God ought not to be filent, bur firſt loudly fatewarn, and 
after as loudly labour to reverſe the Evil. This is the more 
Rational, in that we do not ſeem fine ratione inſanire, but 
have very momentous and weighty Reaſons for our Confor» 
mity, which will excuſe from wiltul-Perjury, and which are 
not refured ; though where our Apologiſts happen to trip, 
they are animadrerted on wich all uncharicable ſeverity. 
And as to the danger of Praying againſt K. James, 'ris cer- 
tain the Prayers expreſs him nat; and it you Rank him 
among the Number of, K. Wiliem's Enemies, you may 
beſt know that, bur we do nat ſo; for an Enemy is one 
that deſfigneth to-injure a Man; and we arc nor ſure K. 

amcs doth ſodelign againſt K. Hiliem ; and yer if he doth, 
tis La »ful ro Pray that K. William may therein vanguiſh, and 
overcome him ; that is, deteat him in that injurious Deſign ; 
for no more can be intended in theſe Prayers, for we Pra 
for no Man's, no King's Deſtruction, or Hurt, bur for af 
Chriſtian King's, and Governours, even thoſe againſt whom 
we Wage open War. 


Dy/cher. 
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Dyſcher. But in the Service of the 29th of May there is 
a Prayer that voweth Allegiance co Their Majeſties K. 
William and Q, Mary, and how can we upon our Principles 
be prefenc at that Prayer ? 

Eacher. Then forbear to be preſent at it, tho' I have 
been by a good Author affured, et the Recuſane Biſhops 
did not at firſt ſtick art that, bur char ſome gave Directions 
and Conſent rothe uſe of ir; and alfo, before their Sufpen- 
ſion, depured Perſons to Adminiſter che Oath in the Ex- 
ecution of the Authoricies, and Offices Epiſcopal thus de- 

ted ; which muſt argue, chat they did not think chat 
Miniſter unlawtul, or ( which God forbid us in the leaſt 
to ſuſpeR ) that themſelves were nor ſincere. 

Dyſcher. You muſt allow Men to retratt their Errors, 

Eucher. And expect the Reaſons of ſuch Change, and not 
inſtead thereof an inexorable Cenfure upon us, for no 0- 
ther Actions than what themſelves deliberately and long 
countenanced and authorifed 3 and in which we can yer 
ſee no harm, left by condemning us to Penicence , they 
i themſelves into the ſame Crime, and under the ſame 

xpiation. 

Dyſcbey. But, ro come to the main, how do you acquir 
your ſelres from Schiſm, in rejzeting your Fathers and Bre- 
thren , driven by the State from their Stations in the 
Church, for mere Conſcience fake ? For admitting them 
to be in Error, the Error is in Points of Law, and the Ob- 
ligations of Seatures, and the Oaths enacted by them, in 
which the Judgments of Lawyers vary with the turns of 
State. Have they done any poſitive Injury ? Have they 
violared their Innocency, or ſtained the Sincirty of their 
Order, that they ſhould be caſt our as Reprohate? Is Er- 
ror, in entangled Laws, Herefie ; and tear of Perjury, and 
the appearance of Evil, Infidelity ? Such Judgment, I cruſt, 
will not paſs upon them in the Day when God ſhall gither 
and bind up his Jewels. 

Excher. The Temper, with which the Church adniics this, 
is Mild and Compathonate, and concurrs not without re« 
luctancy, and great forrow, and fo is not in that reſpect 
Schiſmatical. Nor doth the Church judge their Confci- 
ences towards God, but with great deference, and Charity 
hopes and chinks the beſt ; which moderatioa 1 wiſh you 

could 
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could imitate under your preſent ſtate. But this, I confels, 
we think your Principles in their PraQtical Conſequences 
( conſidering the inflamable Tempers of Men ) as reſented 
by the State, to be _—_ not only in reſpet of Trou- 
ble, but of Sin, even Schiſm, and Sedition, both in Church, 
and State, by che breaking of the one againſt the ocher. 
Which Dangers, when the State preſſes the Church to re- 
move, by exaudtorating the Patrons of thoſe dangerous 
Principles and Practices, how can the Church, that thinks 
this Demand of the State juſt, and rational, and neceflary 
to be yielded to, deny the Demand ? For, in caſes of dan- 
ger from Mens Principles, the Church hath ever been wont 
to judge 3 not upon Mens Perfonal Morals only, or chiefly, 
but the Soundneſs and Tendency of the Perſuaſions. In 
which whatſoever is contrary to found Judgment and Uni- 
ey muſt be condemned, and che Fautory exauctorated, how 
Innocent ſoever their Perſonal Morals be. For even ſome 
Mens Principles may be too rigorouſly Pious, and have no 
other Fault, and yet in ſuch the Church diſcards the non- 
retufning Patrons of them, when they grow up into a 
Flame. The Moneaniſtical, Novatian, Meletian, Donarift, 
and Luciferian Rigours ( not to mention ſeveral others ) 
beguiled many Pious Men out of their Order, and out of 
the Church :; Her Prudence always taking Care to impoſe 
no Snare nor Yoke upon Mens Confciences, above what 
the Equicy of the Divine Laws requirs. And ſure I am, 
that your Maxims of Loyalty are as the State of Man- 
kind admits not of, and are repugnant to all Civil Com- 
poſures; and therefore diſſonant to the Laws of Chri- 
ſtianicy. I will not here digreſs into Particulars ; but ſup- 
poling our Church, that conforms, thus to judge of your 
Principles, can you think ſhe ought to aſſert you, in pub- 
lick Condu&t of Mens Conſciences, to the Diflolution of 
our Peace againſt the Command of the Sovereign Powers,, 
that are the Guardians of it? The publick Judgment re- 
gards th2 Tendencies and Conſ:quences of Mens avowed 
Opinions, and promores, permits, or inhibies their Courſe 
according as it ſees them uletul, tolerable, or dangerous in 
the Publick Weal ; and particular Perſons muſt be content 
to be bounded in their Actions and Authorities by theſe 
Rules and Meaſures, or clſc farewell all publick Order and 


Peace. 
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Peace. For  luppoſing, for ones, that all Recuſane Biſhops 
and Clergy treely left to their own ſeveral Sences, 
Prayers, and Sermons in this preſent State, fome would 
have prayed, and ched up K. Famer, others K. William, 
others neicher. Divers Pariſhes, divers Prayers, divers So- 
vercigns ; in the ſame Churches fome would oppoſe, and 
ſome applaud the Miniſter with all manner of Tumulcs 
and Diſorders. And, even in thoſe Liturgies, where no 
King were named, the Prayers would be contrary under 
one common Equivocation 3 Biſhop againſt Biſhop, Cler 
againſt Clergy, Prayers againſt Prayers, Sermons agai 
Sermons, People agaiaſt People in the Publick Ats 
and Duties of Religi And heace muſt follow « tetal 
breach of Sacred Union, which would ſpeedily paſs into 4 
Civil Sedicion. $o neceſlary it is to fer Rules of Unifor- 
ys SR thoſe that will not ſtand to, may (if nor muſt) 
jultly be exauRtorated. 

Dyſcher. Why then, it ſeems, you think our Deprivations 
not only Lawful, but Neceffary to avoid Schiſm ; which ws 
all che while cha _ ou ? 

Exucher. Hold a lietke ! { do not give you my own Julg- 
ment, nor yet ſimply the Sence of the Church upon tw 
Matter antecedent to, and abſtracted from che Will of the 
State. Bux this is the Sence of the Chutch, Fhat ſince the 
State, to avoid the above-mentioned Confuſions, decrees 
the Recuſants to be deprived,She; chat thinks the Deprivation 
ſimply Lowiey doth, upon Demand of che Civil Powers, 
chink ir y ; for that the Church mubh yield co-che 
Seate all juſt Security to Publick: Peace and Order 3: which 
cannot be, if ſhe aflert Meir in Authority, whoſe Printiples 
muſt rang ing 
Dyſcher. what will you think, at loweſt; equa}; if c<16 
State had nor. exatetd Deprivation ? 

Eucher. That's no great matter what I think, yer berweeft 
'0u and me'I will. draw oar ny Soab ro you. Firſt, 1 

have thought it rational, chat af Recufacits: ſhould 
rg trng not co diſturb che Staco: by Word or 


bus to abide by cho Laws ant} Adminiftracions of the 
Gevernment- Secondly, That they would Geniare no Mari 
for Conformity. Thicdly, That by chemſctves, oriochers, 
they ſhould execute the Others of their Funaionaccording 


ro 
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to the preſent Laws, as moſt of the ſuſpended Clergy did 

by their Curates and Biſhops, before the Day of Suſpenſion, 

by cheir Deputies. And,upon voluntary Breach hereof, to be 

deprived by an Eccleſiaſtical Judgment, authorizeil by Law. 

For Order, Peace, and Unitormity there mult be in all, efpe- 

cially Religious Societies 3 and they that will not ſ2cure it, 
muſt be exauctorated,and not be permicred a Publick Power 

or Advantage to promote any kind of Contuſion. 

Dyſcher. Well | But admitting the Reculancy to inferr an 
Incapacity in the Circumſtances, and under the Reſtriions 
chat preſs the Church, yet they are condemned by an in- 
competent Lay-Power, in a Spiritual and Hierarchical 

ure; to which, it we ſubmit as Right, or Regular, we 
then give up all to. Eraſtianiſm, and a Biſhop ſhall be bur 
an Eccleſiaſtical Juſtice, and a Prieſt a Church-Conſtable. 
To prevent which we are to ſtick to our Principles, that 
the Judicial Power of Civil Authority is of Secular Vertue 
and Operation. only ; but that the Spiritual Cenfures are 
not from che Swords of Princes, but Apoſtolick Deſcent 
and Original. 

_ What forr of Cenſfure do you hold Deprivation 
ro be 7 | 

' Dy{cber.. As co the Effentials of it conſiſting in a Divorce, 
and-Exciffion of the Priefts Relation, Care, and Offices ro 
the Souls of the People, 'ris purely a Spiritual Cenfure, in- 
berent only in Ecclefialtical Judicatories. 

- Enchir. But you cannot forget, that the Chereh is incor- 
porated jihto he. brate,' from: which it derives alt its Tem- 
poralities; which are fo inewiſted witly the Spiritual Fun&i- 
ons, by Mutual Conſticutiors and Concord of Church and 
State, that they cannot be ſeparated. Now hereupon the 
Stargimay, judge in ſuch Matters, which appertain to ir in 
= Church, having never quicted thatPower to the Charch 
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+ Dyſcber.: *Tis true, theChurch Offices are thus concorpa- 
rated with ſeveral Secalar Externa} Goncomnirants 4 bntthe 
Acceſſbvy is to: follow, not to lead the Pridipal ; and ds 
a bad incorporation/ wherein tho Body maſt Enflayeyt and 
not be Subordinate ro rhe Soul. I. hope the Church in this 
Acctrd did not. act prophancely, like Eſau, fell her Birch- 
right for -a Diſh:of Portage ; her Spirituals co a Poreign 
Power 
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Power for a few Secular Trifles. Rather therefore !er che 
State reſame her own, and Izave the Church ro her own 
lovely Simplicicyv, chan ufurp rpon the Inheritance of our 
Lord. 

Eucher, Will you deny all Lay+Pzrfons a Right in all Spi- 
rituals 2 

Dy/cher. In all Spiricual Authorities. 

Eucher. Plzafe you to define the At of a Spiritual De- 
privation. 

Dy/cher. Deprivation is the Effetual and Total Separa- 
tion of a Spiritual Perſon from his Charge, fo as to make 
way for the IntcroduQtion of another. 

Eucher. Is the Intereſt only of the Prieſts concerned in 
the Spiritual Charge, or are the Souls of che People alſo 
intereſted in the Relation ? 

Dyſcher. No doubt the Intereſt, as well as the Relation is 
Mutual. 

Eucher. Are there any Cauſcs which may diſſolve this 
Relation, and vacate the Charge ? 

Dyſcher. Yes; all Flagitious and Peſtilential Sins, as Apo- 
ſtalic, Hereſie, Schilm. &c. 

. Jy Upon whom muſt the Puniſhment of Separation 
all ? 

Dy/cber. Upon the Guilty. 

Eucher. Who muſt Execute it ? 

Dy/cber. The Eccleſiaſtical Jadge. 

Eacher, But what it he be che Perſon Guilty ? 

Dyſcher. Thea is he to be deprived by his Superiors. 

Excher. What if he hath none * 

Dyſcher. Then by a Synod. 

Excber. What if the Synod is to be called by him, or are 
contederate with him ? 

Dyſcher. Then muſt they be left co God. 

Eucher, But may not the Clergy and People, in the 
mean time, Separate from his Authority, and his Commu» 
nion, if he from the Chair recommend, or enforce his 
Corruptions ? or muſt they be bound to be humbly preſene 
at all his prophane Miniſteries ? 

Dyſcher. | yield they may go off: But who ſhall judge 
upon the Caule ? 


D Eucher. 
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Eucher. If there be no other Superior Judge, then God is 
to be appealed to; and in the mean time they muſt have 


a judgment of Conſcience and Diſcretion for themſelves, 


what to do in ſuch incorrigible Diſorders. 

Dyſcher. Right enough ! But this judgment of Conſcience 
is not a judgment ot Authority, which is neceſlary to a 
total Separation, Deprivation, and Vacancy. 

Eucher, Is it Cauſe cnough to Separate, and to complain 
to other untainted and Social Biſhops of co-ordinate 
Churches, tor Relict againſt the Spiritual Impoſltor ? 

Dyſcber. I mult grant that, fince this is the Original way 
of dereting, and bringing Heretical Biſhops to Eccleſiaſti- 
cal O:der, or Cenlure as 1s evident from the moſt Ancient 
Church- Hiſtories. 

Excher. What Relief can Social Biſhops, or Co-ordinate 
Churches give in this caſe ? 

Dy/cher, It they cannot Reform, they may Condemn and 
Expel the Impoltor. 

Eucher. Have Social Biſhops, and Co-ordinate Churches 
any Juriſdiction over each other ? 

Dyſcher. What it they have nox ? 

Eucher. Then their Sentence is nor of Authority, but only 
Conſcience and Diſcretion, and of no more Validity than 
that of che abuſed Laity and Clergy. 

Dyſcher. Well ' How do you determine herein ? 

Eucher. | judge, that the People by judgment of Con- 
ſcience for their own Salvation, and the Churches Peace, 
may Separate from an Impoſturous Biſhop, and addreſs to 
other Social Biſhops to conlecrate them another, which 
they by the I:ke judgment of Conſcience, withour proper 
Juriſdiaion, may do upon the Notoriety and Incorrigible- 
nels of the Evil. And this was very often and conſtantl 
done in the Primitive Agesz and aflerted for Right and 
Juſt by the African Biſhops, in the Caſes of the ewo Churches 
of Aſturics and Emerits, in their Epiſtle extant, the 68 a- 
mong vt. Cyprien's Epittles , concerning the Expullion of 
Baſi'tdes and Martials. For the Church is a great Body, 
whoſe Health fſubfilts by cutting off all purrid Members ; 
in which all the Members are unanimoully to contribute : 
And if they, that ordinarily ſhould thus remove the Con- 


tagion, will not, they, that can, may, for the common Pre- 


ſervation 
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ſervation of themſelves and che whole Body. I grant you, 
indeed, that a proper At of Spiritual Juriſdiction, as the 
Power of the Keys, Ordination , Degradation, belongs 
only to the Eccleſiaſtical Governors, and are incommunica- 
ble to the Laity : Bur it appears, that the Separation or 
Reje<Rion of a Biſhop, may, on juſt Reaſons, be Legally 
executed by thoſe, that have no Juriſdiction ; and the Reti- 
tude, or Obliquity of ſuch Separations is to be judged, 
not upon the Poine of Authoricy, but of Merit. In all Sc- 
thia there was but one Biſhop : Now, ſuppoling him an open 
Heretick or Idolater, who ſhould deprive him 2 Might not 
the People renounce him, and fend co other Chriſtian Pro- 
vinces to conlecrate, or fend them another 2 And might 
not the Prince juſtly eje&t him, and require his People to 
concurr in it for a new Succeſlor ? 

Dyſcher. Bur 'tis not the People, as a Church, in our Caſc 
do thus reject their Paſtors tor Irregularicy, but che Depri- 
vation is an At of Civil State as ſuch; fo that theſe In- 
ſtances and Allegations of yours come not up to us. For 
they acted as Chriſtians in the Right of Souls and Churches; 
this is an AR of che Civil Power as ſuch, and that tor the 
Franc Security of Civil Intereſts. Now what Righe 

th the Temporal Sword to act in Spirituals, and Matters 
purely Chriſtian and Religious ? 

Eucher. Do not you remember, that our Church aſcribes 
fuch a Power to our Kings in Eccleſiaſticals, as of Righe 
appertained to, and was uſed by godly Kings of God's 
own People, recorded in Holy Scripture ? Which teachech 
us that, as Devid inſtitured Holy Othces in che Choir, not 
required by the Law of Moſes, fo Solomon deprived Abia- 
thar of _ High Prieſthood, upon a provocation merely 
in Civils. 

Dyſcber. To this I have many things to reply, but I 
will only rouch thoſe that are moſt pertinent to our Cale. 
Firſt, "That the whole Inſtitution of the Levitica! Law was 
not of a Spiritual, but Carnal Sanity, yiclded them by 
God, ſomewhat in oppoſition, and ſomewhat in contormi- 
ty to the «£Zgyptian, or other Foreign Religions z among 
whom the Prielthood had been long ſubjected to, and per- 
haps ficſt infticurtzl by the Scepter. And herein the Sur 
072m Judgments ia Civils upon the Law, and Oracular 
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Reſponſes on Conlulcation about Peace, War, and Tempo- 
ral Actions, and Succeſles, were Eſſential to the Authoriry 
of the Pontificate. And yet we find this High Prieſt not 
ſubje& to any Ordinary Power, till Kings were allo given 
this People her the manner of the Nations; among whom 
the Mitre was ſubje&t to the Crown. All which, put to- 
gether, makes Abiarbar's Deprivation by a Temporal Power 
under that Conſtitution, Legal : But trom the beginning it 
was not ſo. Then there were Prieſts, who, till the Flood, 
had the Government of the World without any Civil or 
Military Power ; and that Priefthood was in all its Inten- 
tions Spiritual. So that when our Saviour came not only 
to Reſtore, but even to Refine upon the Primitive Rules, 
he reſtored the Prieſthood from Vaſlalage, and founded 
his Hieraichy not in Princes, but Apoſtles 3 not in armed, 
bue in unarmed Powers. 

Secondly, King Selomon did not properly and judicially 
deprive Abiatbar of the High Prieſthood, but only com- 
manded, or required him to quit ir on pain of death. For 
thus the words run, 1 Kings 2. 26. And unto Abiathar the 
prictt (ard the king, Get thee to thy fields at Anath«th, for theu 
art & mas of death : But this day I wifl nyt put thee to death, 
becauſe, && Veiſe 27. And Solomen thrift cut Abjathay from 
being prieſt wits the Lord. The LXXII render the'26 Verſe 
thus; G.t thee to Anathoth to thy field, fir thou art a man 
death in this very doy, but Twill mat pret thee to death, Kc, 
man f drath, our Tranſlation readers, worthy of death ;, bug 
tae LX XU render the words not 10 mach ſgnificauve of 
Merit, as a menace according to fuch a Paraphrale-: Gee 
off to Anathoth to thy field, (for \ fe | thou art a man of death 
thus wety day ) and [ will not put thee to death. So that abia- 
thar here was pur to his Option, whether he would with 
diſhonour retire trom his Office. or fiffer Death 3 this larrer 
being in the Righttul Power of the King, if 4biathar would 
not yield in the former. So that Ab:atbar's Prizfthood de- 
termined by his own voluntary Ceſhon, not the King's Ece 
clclialtical Cenfure. 

Thirdly, Abiatbar was not guilty of meer harmleſs and 
infeparable Erronr, as our cjeRted Biſhops and Clergy (it in 
an Errour) mult in Juftice and Charity be ſuppoſed to be ; 
but of wiltul, ative, and actual Rebellion, againſt God, 
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and David, both which had before engaged and fixed the 
Succeſſion in Solomon, and fo he could have no Plea or Ex- 
cuſe of Errour, or Miltake ; tor which Cauſe he filencly 


ſubmits to his Fate wichour Apology. 
Excher. Bur did not k. Solomon ſubſtitute Zadeck in his 


ſtead, who was not the Lineal Succeflour in the Line of 


Abiathar? And was not this as Spiritual and Eccletiaſtical an 

Act as poſhibly could be miniftred in that Church, to which 

the King's Subſticuting Biſhops in che room of the De- 
rived fcems Parallel * 

Dy{cber. When 2 Piſhoprick is Legally Vacant, we ad- 
mic the King's Right ot Nominating a Succeſlour ; bue 
we look upon his Deprivations to be Nullities, and you 
have not proved Abviatber out by merely fach a Depriva- 
tion. But however, neither s Zadok's Caſe Parallel ; 
who after Abiatbar's Celhon came in, in Right of his own 
Inheritance, not the King's Donation. For you mult 
Note, that Zadok was the Primate of the Houtz of Elrazer, 
is whoſe Line was the Legal Sear, and Original Right of 
the Pontificate 3 but Abia:har was of the Line of Ithamar, 
and he and his Progenitors had come2 into the High-Prieſt- 
hood,. contrary.to che firſt Fund imental Rule and Law of 
Succelbon. Now whygn Abio:h:r quirtzd the-High»Prieft- 
hood, he quitted ie for himſelf and his Poltericy, who had 
no Claim thereco Originally Legal ; whence ic reverted 
of courſe to the Haile of Eleatar, and thercin to Zadik, 
without any Tide trom the King. 

Eucher But rom bence L interr, chat novonly ia Times 
of Yubjction tro Heathen Powers, but even before they 
had any Kings in rel, the: Legal and Eccleliaftical Rul: 
of Succeſhan to that Pontiticace had been hb: oken, ani an- 
other Conititutrion fixed, without any Sciulm in the Sub- 
milhon ot , the, Pape. . tor  chus £4 and his Poltericy, 
though of the Houſe of Ibaman;. enjoyed ir againit all the 
Haute ot Eixazar, to whoty Primate koweve: ; by the Law, 
ic did belong. Anu hence © Argue, That thoagh Bilhons 
be unduly put into the Place ot others, unduly deprived, 
the People incur no Schilm by fubmiſhon to the In- 
Uuldcr, 

D;/cber. I bzg your Pardon, Brother Ewhberes, in &::5 
Point, tiac? that Rulz of Succetlfton was capable of excep- 

tion 
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tion in Caſes of Uncleannels, Defe&, or other Irregulari- 
tiess And turther, God, that made that Rule, was not 
limfelf bound by it , but had ſtill a referved Liberty and 
Authority of alcering ic : And turcther, This Rule, did in 
all probability, permit a voluntary Ceffion or Reſignation ; 
{o tar at leaſt, chat thereupon the Pontificate might change 
ies Subje&t, though the Retignation, or Ceſlion, were a Sin 
of Protaneneſls. Now ſome one of theſe Cauſes did moſt 
p:obably intervene to the change from Elazar's Line to 
[thamar's; and trom 1 Sam. 2. 30. it ſhould be founded in 
God's Determination. Bur hence it follows not, that a Se- 
cular Power can pervert a Divine Rule, and Ratific an 
oppoſice Conſticution. What was done in the Age of the 
Maceabees and alterward by Secular Powers, againſt the Legal 
Succeliion of the Pontificate, as ſometimes it might be ex- 
culed for wane of the Lineal Heirs or Genealogiesz and 
tomerimes Condemned tor Bribery and Uſurpation, was 
yet admicted and ratified, on the pe Fatt by God; in 
giving thoſe Intruders che Spirit of Prophecy, Fob. 11. 
51. But this cannot argue for a Validity, if the Lineal 
Heir had been known, preſent and capable, and the In- 
eruder not conlirmed by God, the Founder of that Dig- 
nity- And I muſt further Remark, that cheſe Intruſions, 
though thus admitted by God, were Signs of a broken 
Church and State, haſtning to its laſt Diſſolution, and 
{o no juſt Precedent tor the Chriſtian Church to follow, 
which is to continue to the End of the World, excepe we 
mult yield co Methods ot Violation, that lead to our Ex- 
tinction. 

Eucher. Since then you are fo. hard to be moved by SCrip- 
ture Inſtances, what think you ot the Appeal , which 
Conſtantine admitted trom the Party of Donatw, againſt 
Cecilian, after ſeveral Eccleſiaſtical Judgments, to which he 
added his own final Sentence ? 

Dyſcher. But ſurely Conſtantine did not admit this Ap- 
peal, with a Delign to pals a Spiritual Cenſure himſelf on 
the Offenders, but to Eltabliſh Juſtice in Peace, by methods 
properly Imperial, it he ſhould find the paſt Aas Eccleſ- 
altical inluthcient chereunto. And to pre-occupare you, the 
lame | {:y of Athangſim his Appeal to the faine Emperar, 
trom che Council of Tyre : For Atbanaſims, in Matters of 

Faith, 
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Faith, expreſly denies Emperors proper Judges; and he 
has other Side-men with him therein among the Fathers. 

Eucher. But in chat Council Arbanafias was Condemned, 
not for Faith, but for pretended Immoralitics 3 and in theſe 
Diſcuſſions, all Wiſe Men may be made Judges, and Civil 
Powers are fit ro bz made fuch, or rather are ſuch, in the 
Right of their Civil Station 3 and this Arbavaſius mult plain- 
ly own in this Appeal. 

Dy/cber. But this doth not hie the Point ; nor doth ir in- 
ſerr, that Arbanaſwr believed the Emperour, being yer un- 
baptized, could himſclt cicher paſs, or reſcind a Spicicui! 
Cenſure, and chat eff:Rually ; but he did thus Appeal, ci- 
ther that the Emperour might puniſh the Off:nders Im>e- 
rially, or call a greater and more equal Synod for a Re- 
hearing, which afterward was obtained at Sardis. 

Excher. Bute if the Temporal Powers, merely as fuch, 
cannot directly paſs an Eccletiaſtical or Spiricual Cenfure ; 
yer all che amclitey Excernals to Sacred Ofh:es, as Time, 
and Place, &c. are in thetr diſpoſal ; fo that they may take 
away our Churches, Maintenance, Leiſure, Liberty, and 
Place for Publick Afemblics, which amounts to all che 
Effzs of a Judicial Deprivation ; and this perhaps is che 
only Power claimed by our Kings in this, and other like 
Aets for Deprivation or Suſpenſion. 

Dyſcher. This indeed by actual Force they may do 3 but 
this doth nor ditlolve our Relation to the old, nor interr a 
Title to a New Biſhop, which is the Point betore us. Nor 
can they juſtly deny thoſe Externals tothe Church, chough 
they miy to thoſe that offend agiinſt her, on a juſt pre- 
ſumption of the Churches conſent, or her expreſs Pecicion 
thereunto, And this was the Sence of St. Arbanafis, when 
he denied Conflantizs a Church tor Arians in Alexandris ; 
and of St. Ambriſe, when he and his Flock kept their 
Churches at Mz:l/an, againſt the Commands and Terrours 
of che Emperour Valentinian, Junior, on the behalf of che 


Arians z and of St. Chry/o/tom, when he at Conftantmople de- 


nied che Emperour Arcad:#s a Church, tor Gamas his Arian 
General. And cvcn in Places not Confcecrated, Place, 
Time, and Air, and Liberty to do good, are che Primitive, 
Fundamental, and undeniable Rights of the Innocent : 
Elſe che Chriſtians had ſinned, in uling theſe for Ch:iſtian 
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Weorſhip againſt the Laws Imperial. So chat as yet you can 
fix no Spiritual Powe's in Secular States, that can extinguiſh 
a Chriſtian Man's Chriſtian Graces, Rights and Oc ders. 

Eurber. But our Lawyers tell us, that our Kings are mixte 
Perlons, and not mere Laity ; and fo by a joint AR of Sx 
cred and Civil Anchoricy, may execure Spuitual Cenſures, 
as far as their Authority hath a mixture of Spr/icuals, 

Dy/cher. The Doctrine of Lawyeis is with us no Divini- 
ty ; and Sr. Ambro/e and Theodofizrs the Empeiour had other 
Sences, when the Biſhop would no: permit the Emperour, 
being of the Laity, co come within the Chancel, or the 
Rails of the Altar ; and the Emperour acknowledged the 
Prohibition to be properly Juſt and Epiſcopal, and the Rule 
E:clefialtica!, which hz would never more neglect during 
his Lite. 

Fuchey, But though he is of the Liity, yet being Chri- 
ſtian, by virus of his Chriſtianity, and Civil Sovereignty 
roo, he may have Chriſtian joynily wich his Civil Autho- 
ritizs : For as Chriſtian, he may be reputed as Head, and 
Repreſentative of che whole Chriſtian Laicy, whom you 
grant before at Liberty, to ſeparate from an offenſive Bi- 
ſhop, and to procure another from Social Biſhops. Or if 
vou will not admic him the alone Repreſentative of the 
Laity, then you may take in the Lords and Commons, 
the whole Chriſtian Legiſlative, into that Number, or Body 
of Repreſentatives. 

Dyſcher. This Notion, as ſpecious as it is, will not hold; 
for then the King and the Legiſlative muſt be profeſled 
Members of our Churches Communion ; but they claim 
this Right by virtue of the Royalty, and Legiſlative Power, 
chough che King be not of our Religious Communion. They 
will ſtand by all their Acts in or about Ecclefiaſticals, 
though contrary to all the Canons of Eccleſiaſtical Integri- 
ty, or elſc I will not give Two-penc: tor the Act of To» 
lcration. And in this Caſe, betore us, they deprive the 


"Biſhops on a pretended Title of the Civil Sovereignty, for 


the jult and necetlary ſecurity thereof ; and there is the ſame 
Reaſon for Heathen Monarchs to deprive Chriſtian Biſhops 
on the ſame Pretcnſions. 

Evucher. 1 am almoſt weary with ſtruggling ; and for that 
Cauſc will admit, that an Act of a State Chriſtian can- 


nor 
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not alone vacate a Spiritual Charge, by any Divine Law, 
or Primitive Canon, or Preſcription ; yet ſuch an A& re- 
ceived, and admitted by the Church, may from her con- 
cucrence have a juſt and legal Effect. And then upon this 
Notion the Statute of Deprivation ip/o fa#o, mult be 
taken for a Law upon the Church, to ejet fuch Recuſangs 
totally from their Stations 3 and the other Laws for 
deſlire, &c. as Commands on the Church, co admic thoſe rhe 
King Recommends to the Szes, which eicher are, or by 
the | Jon are reputed Vacant. And then the concurrence 
of the Church to theſe Laws of the State doth actually, 
and (upon juſt Cauſes) righttully exauctorate thoſe, whom 
the Stature dooms to Deprivation. And to ſay Truth, in 
all Ecclefiaſticals, *ctis the actual Concurrence of the Church, 
that gives the Statutes an Eccleſiaſtical Effet and Iſſue, and 
ſo, though the Original of the Deprivation be Secular, yet 
the Form is Eccleſiaſtical ; and in this the Eſſential Vertue 
thereof lies, and is properly Spiritual and Chriſtian. Tho' 
then the Laws require, yet the Chapters, Biſhops, Clergy, 
and Laity, do thereupon actually rezet, and deprive one 
and admit another Biſhop, &c. 

Dyſcber. Then neicher the A for Deprivation, nor the 
Writ of Conge deſire do alone vacate the Sees ; and if nor, 
by what Auchority can Chapters proceed to Elct, and Bi- 
ſhops proceed to Confecrate new ones in the ſtead of che 
actual Incumbents ? wk 

Eucher. Becauſe under all the Obligations and Cauſes here- 
in, the Church ought co empt the Sees of ſuch Incumbents, 
that are dangerous to the Civil State, by Ads of Separation 
properly Ecclefiaſtical, and ſo it doth; che Dean and Chap- 
eter of the Metropolicical Church taking the Juriſdiction, till 
the Chapter Ele&t, and Biſhops Conlecrate another, &c. 

Dy/cher. Who are the proper Judges of this Duty, to eject 
a Bithop at che Command of the State ? 

Eucher. All Parties prefled thereunto by the Civil Powers, 
with a proper Judgment of Conſcience tor themſelves and 
the Church, tho* not of ordinary Jurifition over the Bi- 
ſhop. For when two Powers conteſt, and require my con- 
currence, I mult chen judge on which fide Jiſtice 1 a, 2nd 
to which cthercupon Duty binds me 3 and co chat | mult ad- 
here, and do my Part to hinder the other Party, fiom op- 
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poling that which Tam im Duty bound to. And when Chap- 


rers and Biſhors thus aRing, obtain the corffequent Concor- 
Tence and Comprobation of the wholke Charch 5 their As 
have'as £60d an Authority from Humane Confent, as the re. 
ceived Docrees of Councils, whoſe Validiry ſtarids 6r falls 
with the ſubſequent Sehce of the Charches in common. 

Dy/cher. The ſikence and yielding of the Churches i com- 
mon, cohſequent upon the Violences Men admit, for fear of 
Perſecution, ſignifies no certain Perſwaſion or 'Cortviction, 
that'the Deprived fuffer nothing bart Juſtice. If our'Cauſe 
had been Condermed in your Convocarions, you had 
brought a more ſpecions Argument, for the S:nce and Cen- 
fure of che Church, than this thin Prerence, that carries'no 
Colour nor Shadow of Probability. 

Excher. Even here'l will endeavour to fatisfie you, tho' I 
ſhall nor-gratifie you. The General Conformiry of moſt 
Biſbops, Clergy and Laity ; oor ſending a Convocdtiotvat 
Their Majeſties Precepe, ſhews we own SubjeRion tothern, 
and Condemns the Recuſincy as an'Errour, which of what 
Conſequence it is, every Man, that thinks it Errour, "ſees. 
And the filence of the Convocations' under this Stacuce 'of 
Deprivation, arguestheir Opinion to be, that they were in 
this to yield to the Stare. 

fcber. As if this filence was not the reſult of Fear and 
Treachery, rather than Judgment ! for this we charge upon 
Liberizs, and the Council of Arimimum, when their concur- 
rence with the Arian is urged in Defence of Avrianiſm. 

Fucher. Had the ' Convocation firſt ſtourly decried the 
Statute, as Liberins, and that Council at firſt did Arianiſm, 
and had upon M-naces, or Experiences of bodily Perſecu- 
tion retracted their Remonſtrances, then ſuch a forced 
Compliance might have been cenfurable for Cowardice ; 
but here being nothing of this, but a calm and conſtant 
quiet und:r the Procedures of the State, ir muſt be reſolved, 
that the Sence of the Convocation judged it aNowable. 

Dyſcher. But if the Charch ſhall yield, wichour any Re- 
monſtrance, to fuch 'Intrufrons of Civil Powers nporr the 
"Churchcs Liberties, Cenfares, and Authorirics, then for 
"Canfe br no Cauſe, we ſhall be liable ro Sulpentions, and 
Deprivations, according to the Tydes of Hamour and 
"Temper irr onr Legiſlarours, 'and thus fall under the Arbirra- 
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ry Diſpoſals, which the High-Prieſthood of the Jews ſuf- 
fered under Heathen, and the Greek Patriarchals now ſut- 
fers under Mabumetan Princes ; a Blemiſh not to be endured 
by any Church, whatſoever it incurs for the Oppoſition. 

. You may remember, that I have yielded to you, 
that the Conſent, Publick and Actual Concurrence of the 
Church, is neceflary to give an Eccleſiaſtical Effet to Civil 
Ordinances, in Matrers of the Church. And fo here, the 
Church is co Judge, whether ſhe may, or muſt in Duty con- 
curr, or no; and hence a Right eſſentially belongs to it, to 
examine all che Cauſes of the Secular Demands. So that 
if ſhe finds there are no Grave Reaſons, to move the 
Church to the required Severities, ſhe ought ro diſabey, 
as my Lord Bifhop of Londiw well did, when required to 
Suſpend Dr. Sharp mdif{i cav/4: Nay, fo be oughtto have 
done, had the King been de jure Arbitrary, and of Deſpo- 
tick Power. * Thus if a Prince ſhall trifle, and require a 
Biſhop to Hawk, Hunt, play at Tables, run Races, &c. up 
on pain of Deprivation, though none of theſe chings be 
ſimply Unlawjul for Men in General, or for a Biſhop to a- 
yoid a Perſecution”; yet upon negleR of fuch injoyned Fol- 
les, no Man will ca Deprivadion Juſt, nor che negle&t 
a Sin 5 nqgr oughr che Church to admic Deprivatians an 
ſuch ipeope and ynreafonable * | 
Dem 
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Princes ; * fince "ris che quality of ch2 Cauſe, not che Piince, 

upon which,che Church is to. A ; Elſe under the Nan 

ot Chriſtian, many Un-Chriſtian Pranks may be oheruged 

on the Churclr, to the Reproach and Ruine of Chyjſtianicy. 

And whether che Church yields co, ar oppeſcs:the:Layus of 

the Srare, juſtly or anjuſtly, Landy be judge alone trom 
= "WR the 
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The Caſe of the Deprived 


the Rights of Civil Sovereignty, but upon the Reaſons of 
the Subjet Matter, in which the Concurrence of the 
Church is required. And in our Caſe the Church judges 
it Lawful and Raticnal, for her to admic the preſene Law 
of Deprivation, from the Weight and Reaſons thereof a- 
gainſt the preſent Recuſancy, And our Judgment herein 
hath greater Foundation than thoſe Concurrences and Ads 
of the Church, in the High Commiſhons Eccleſiaſtical had 
heretofore in the Suſpenſions, Deprivations, and ſuch like Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Cenfſures of Biſhops and others (in ſeveral Reigns 
of Reformed Princes) that were purely the Executions of a 
Royal Authority, delegated to the Judges, upon little (many 
times) and captious Exceptions, relating ſometimes to Ct- 
vils, ſometimes to Eccleſiaſticals, 
ſcher. Burt here the chief Delegates, pronouncing Eccleſi- 
aſtical Cenſures were generally Biſhops, tho' che Aſſeſſours 
were ſeveral of them Lay Perlonages, without whoſe Vote 
or Privity nothing was to be done. And this with good Rea- 
ſon, the Cauſes cenſurable being many times mixt, and fo 
likewiſe the Judgments, that is, partly ot Civil, partly of Ec- 
clefiaſtical Impbrtance. But tho? the King's Commitlion did 
ive them Licenſe, as to Place, Matter, Form, and time of 
occeding ; yet che Eccleſiaſtical ures, had their Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Virtue trom the Eccleſiaſtical Authority of the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Delegates pronouncing them, as in the Cenſures 
of Excommunicaction 15 moſt Evident, this being plainly not 
of Regal, but Apoſtolick Authority, and the Power of the 
Keys; which none of our Reformed Princes would afſume 
to themſelves, or delegate to mere Lay- Judges. 
Eucher. But what think you of the Deprivation paſt on the 
Bi , &c. Recuſant to the Royal Supremacy of Queen 
zabeb, by Vertue of an AR of Parliament; which b 
their Lay Power did overbear the Epiſcopal, and upon who 
Ocder herein ſtandeth our Eccleliaſtical Succeffion. from 
thoſe Biſhops, that ſucceeded in the room of the Deprived ? 
cher. You muſt note that theſe Recuſants were guilty 
of the falſe Doarine of the Papal, againſt the Regal Supre- 
macy: Which falſe Doctrine had been before Synodically 
emned in the Reign of H. VIII, and fo cffeually 
ſtood, tho' Q. Mary martyred, deprived, and exiled both the 
Octhodox Biſhops and Clergy, tor this really, as well as for 
other 
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Biſhops and Clergy Diſcuſſed. 

other Orthodoxies. Therefore thoſe deprived by Q. Eliz. 
were cither Apoſtate from the Dorine they had betore 
projeſizd in entrance into their Stations, and fo were ipſo 
fate irregular, and to be, de jure Canonico, delerted of all; or 
elſz they came. into the reoms of Men unjuſtly deprived, 
and fo were Ulurpers; or intoPlaces really vacantz which, 
tor not owning by Oath and Doctrine the Regil Suprema- 
cy, they were not capable of, by the ſtill unrepealed Canons 
ot the Church, and fo were, in truth, not crue Biſhops, nor 
Miniſters of che Places they aflumed. Well therefore mighe 
they deprive them of the Biſbopricks, &c. that were in no 
Canonical Title the erue Proprietors. Bur here ours depri- 
ved were all erue Proprietors, under no Irregularity, through 

Apoſtaſie, falſe DoRrine, or uncanonical Deficiencies. 
Eucher. You frame new Notions now, not ſtarted, nor con- 
ceived then. For, upon your Plea, they ſhould never have 
ſate in that Parliament, nor have been owned as Biſhops be- 
fore that Ae paſt ; but yer ſo they were in all their Titles. 
And in the Diſputation at Weſtminſter, in the beginning of 
the Queens Reign, the five Popiſh Biſhops were owned with 
all their Titles by the Lords of the Queen's Privy Council, 
and by the Proteſtance Diſpucants themſelves: Even as Hooper 
alſo owns them for ſuch,and the whole Popiſh-Convocation 
fat fuch, in his Epile that he wrote to ic in the days of 'Q.- 
Mary, 'And in that'Station they had continued upoa their 
former Inſtallations ( except only ſuch, who had offended, 
or uſurped the Places-of Men yer in being, and expeQting 
refticution ) if they would have taken che Oath af Supre- 
macy. Here therefore the State enacts an Ecclefiaſtical 
Deprivation ;. and it is all one, whether you. will ſay on. a 
Civil, or Eccleſiaſtical Point ; it; on a Civil, then che Caſe 
is the ſame with ours it Eccleſiaſtical alſo, then that Par 
liament entred more upon Eccleſiaſtical Matters, and Au- 
thorities than this hath done; and yet you condemn not 
thac Parliament as Schiſmatical, nor che Church admitting 
it Apoſtate : Why then charge you this upon our Seate and. 
Church now? Here is no doctrinal Point of Theology, which 
the State determines againſt the Right of the Church here- 
in, but only a mere queſtion in Civils, who is my Sovereign 
to whom my Allegiance is by Law due. Which is a De- 
bate, not for a Synod, but a Parliament 3 and ca whoſe Judg- 
mente, 
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"The Cafe of the Deprived 
ment, in pure Giri, aN Subjetts muſt fubmie ; and the 


Church, as ſuch, hath nothing co do in the Deciſion. And 
Dr. Hammond, whom, I. fippoſe, Men of your Principles 


* Tra&. of will not Cenfure' for Schiſm, or Difloyalcy, * juſtifies Q. 
>culm, C E/ezabeth's Deprivations tor that Recuſancy, immediately z 


On the Right and Power of the Supreme Magiſtrate to make 
Law: for S ſeemring bu Government, and to inflitt the Puniſh- 
ments preſcribed by thoſe Laws on the Diſobedient : And for thu 
true Right be thinks all Government u concerned, And concludes 
there was no Injuftice im that At of the Queen's, which divefted 
thoſe Brſbops, who thry refuſed to ſecure ber Government, or ap- 
prove their F tdelity to therwr Lawfal Sovereign. 

Dy/cber. The or indeed thus ſtates it ; but he ſticks 
to the Lawtul Sovereign. 

Eachey. Are you obliged to enquire into the Sovereign's 
Lawful Tide ? 

Dy(cher. Yes, ſurely, in order to juſt Allegiance. 

Excber. What ,as a Chriſtian, or a Subject ? 

Dy(cher. Primarily as a Subject ; ' but, ſecondly, alſo as a 
Chriſtian in a ſtars of SubgeRion ; che Durics of which the 
Rules of Chriſtianiry require me to perform. - 

Eutcher. Very well | For here your Chriſtianity refers your 
Obedticace ro the-/Stcular Laws and Conſttucions; and gives 
no Laws or Rites ir: Civils ic felt: And;incruch, cheChugch, 
as fuch, is a franger, and the Stare ies Hoſpital, while ſhe is 
travelling from hence to her Heavenly abodes. Now eve- 
ry Stranger, hoſpitably received, is obliged to all the Laws 
of Hoſpualicy' bn his” part; chat is, Fidelity; and Uncon- 
cernedack in the Qoconomick's-and intereſts of the Hoſpi- 
ral, and all rexonable Defence againit Violences offered ro 
the Maſter, or His Faraily; &c. and is not obliged to take 
notice ' of Ticles, and Competitions. So the Church, as 
ſach, of Hoſpitably received by the State, is quirted, 'as 'a 
Str , trom | Cnrioſries aboaur che Qvil Tides. Bur, as 
;hriftians, ave Natives, ow Denilors, and to Subjects, they 
are'ro be determined by che Cinil-Laws, and Judicatories, 
and 'Qanfticutions ;cetfe there maft be. crornal - Seditions, 
ſince *rivnor poſtble in Fat, or Law, that:overy lingle Per- 
ſon can bave Cogaitance, or Unanimicy. And herel1 will 
ask you one queltian, rolating tous, as a Charch; Whert.or 
hg, that karh umnultly goren'unos futt' Serrloment upon 
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another Prince's Dominion, ought ro Succour the Church 
p Ne chem 
Dy/cher. r eo quir | 
Eucher. This may be in moſt Caſes, tho' nome 
verſally erue : Bur, if he:doch nor, is he obliged to ur 
che Church, during bis Government? 
Dy/cber. He ſhould, as ic feems; for I know not how 16 
ſay the contrary. 
Excher. What | Tho' the Church refuſes $ubjeRion, and 
profeſlech Hoſtilicy co him? 
Dy/cber. 1am nor fo hardy to affirm this. | 
Ewcher. The refule thee is, That if che 1mperial Powers 
be bound to Cheriſh:the Church, theChurch muſt be obli- 
to Secure 'them of her Fidelicy : And -if- -particulac 
mbers refuſe, they are Enemies ro-the Church, as well as 
eo the Stare: And theretore their Deprivation jn-the Church 
the more Rationa], 'and perhaps (asto-the-aRual Admini- 
tration of cthe-Fundtions)) ablolurely accellary. 
Dyſcher. Fire you-at thatiagain ? 
| Encher. 1 ptay attend, and igive Rightcous Judgment, 
The Subyets of PI_ Allegiance 'fomewhere, either 
to K. Former or K.. William, this is czrtain. They then, that 
refule Allegiance co K.Wliam, reſerve ittoK. Fames; by 
which, at his Command, they are-to-cngage in an attual 
War againſt all Contormilts as Traytors Rebels; and 
this People are to be Taught'co do upon pain of Damna- 
tion, The Church ,'in the mean time, hath admirted &. 
William, and given him Allegiance againſt all'Hoſtilicies. 
I am nor here concerned whether fide 15 in the right Allegi- 
ance, but hill only obſerve, That no Priefts can well:Exe- 
cute their Ecclehaſtical-Fundions to a People, whom, at 
another Man's Pleafure, they are bound to Deſtroy ; to the 
effecting, actually whereot, there wants nothing bur oppor- 
tunity. 1 do notfay, That thele untortunate good Bi 
and Clergy would concurr <o, or promote ſuch'Burcheries; 
but am firmly perſuaded, that a Nature, berrer than their 
Politicks, would-govern their Practices : Bur then it is cer- 
tain, that Nature it felt muſt condemn their Principles, 
and cheir very Bowels render them Jiſobodienc to their own 
Laws, and Cavil Maximsz which, it purſued, muſt expeſe 
this Nation to'an ater Deſtruction at-K, Fames's Plealure ; 
'Tis 
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'Tis neceflary , therefore, that Ecclefraftical Union con 
with the Civil, in order to a Juſt and Mutual Peace. ; 

Dyſcher. Was there no way to have healed this Rupture 
before it grew fo wide ? 

Eacher. I cannot_cell that ; but the time afligned by the 
Law, and the King's long forbearance to fill the Sees after 
the day of Deprivation, argues a willingnels in the State to 
give Men time to conſider, and to allay their Prejudices,and 
uſe means to come under the Publick Shelter ; of which 
the Reſtitution and Preferment of . Dr. Sherlock is a clear In- 
ſtance. Bur the Recuſants ſcem againſt all ies want- 
ing co themſelves,and an happy Coalition. They have made 
no offers, no applications, bur receeded' further Sacred 
and Civil Communion than art fiſt they did ; which negle& 
muſt look like a contempt, at leaſt, if not an hatred ot the 
"Sep forpecticd« Paiian, igned by his Clorgy, and voady 

| u ca a an, ng , 
_ _ na__ Their Maxis fr th Refituon of the 
Metropolitan, the Biſhop, and the Suſpended ; 
Diocek. [And I have it from a Hon, hat a Mg th 
ſuch a > was _ - non Houſe of ety 
tion, upon a Report ma my Archbiſhop &ancy; 
Requeſt to the »_nont—ns The Reaſons of this Averfneſs hid, 
no doubt, unto them, ſeem Pious and Rational ; nor do 
condemn them : But how far this Diſchargeth the Clerg 
their admiſſion of new Biſhops, beſides the Cauſes Ori 
Gad muſt judge; and theſe Fathers have reaſon tenderly 
conſider, who would uſc, or admit no Means of contin 
with us, but have left us in great Dilſtreſles, for the loſs £ 
them, whom we fo much love ; and for the Prejudices 
Scandals, that ariſe upon this unhappy Occaſian. 

Dy/cher. The iiate of things is very Deplorable. May t 
Grace of God lead us into all Truth, Wiſdom, Meeknef 
Gentlene(s,Charity, and an Univerſal Conformity to his He 
ly Will in all our Actions and Sufferings; 'That no Evil Rot 
of Bitterneſs, Confſoriouſnels, or Schitm may fowre or cc 
rupt our Spirits, but that the Love of God may guide « 
in the midſt of all Temptations ; that at length, in this di 
vided People, Mercy and Truth may . meet together, and 
Righteouſneſs and Peace may kits cach other. 

Encher., And let all the People lay, Amen, Amen. 

© © XxX * 


